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'LTHOUGH this little Book 
was deſigned for the uſe of a 


pitticalir” Parifh, for thoſe efpecially 


of the Younger Sort! in it, bred moſtly 
to labour, and i in a low ſtation of life; 
yet it may not be unprofitable to all 
Perſons, who are ſerioufly diſpoſed, and 
Will difpenſe with the plainneſs and 
Rablichty of ſtyls in which it is writ- 
ten. Whether the preſent Age is worſe 
than the foregoing, is not eaſy, nor very 


material, to determine. It is enough 


to ſay, and more (one would wiſh) 
than need be ſaid; that Books of this 
kind are never unſeaſonable. If this is 
as well accepted at it is meant, it will 
not fail of producing good effects. If 
it ſhall give occaſion to any one good 
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action, or thought, it will not be en- 


tirely fruitleſs; but, if it ſhall contri- 


bute to the ſaving a Soul from Death, 
the Author will have great reaſon to 
bleſs God, that he hath thus beſtowed 


| ſome part of his time. 


As he hereby ſhews a charitable in- 
clination to promote the Salvation of 
others, let them return the obligation, 
by making his endeavours effectual; 
that ſo He, by Their means, as well 
as They, by His, may, through the 
mercies of God to both, and the me- 
rits of His Bleſſed Son, our Redeemer, 
be everlaſtingly happy in in the. world to 
come. 


KOO OOO 


THE 


COUNTRY CLERGYMAN:s 


DVI e 


1 Chi ldren, Beloved in the Lord] 


Sit has pleaſed Almighty God to call me, 
f although greatly unworthy, to take care 
of ſome part of his Holy Church; ſo am 
| I firmly perſuaded, that He will one da 
require at my hands an account how I have Git. 
2 this truſt. That I may not appear then 
wholly wanting in the performance of my duty, I 
take this method of addreſſing myſelf to You, put- 
ting every one of you in remembrance of the 
Engagements ye are under by Baptiſm ; explain- 
ing to you, in a familiar way, the whole belief and 
practice of a Chriſtian z and exhorting you to the 
performance of every Chriſtian duty. And Gad is 
my witneſs, that I am very deſitous that all of you, 
as ye grow in years, may grow alſo in grace; that 
ye may all #now God from the leaſt to the greateſt, 
and obey Him as ye. ought, living as becometh 
Chriſtians, and Hhining as lights in the world, 


REMEMBER then, my dear Children, that there 
was once a time, when each of you was brought. 
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to God in Baptiſm; being entered into Chriſt's 
Church by the ſprinkling of 'Water, as he him- 
ſelf has appointed, The ſprinkling of Water 
may ſeem to you as a thing in itſelf of but ſmall 
account, and ſo indeed it is; but in Baptiſm it is 
a matter of the utnjoſt concern, inſomuch that 
they who wilfully neglect it have no ſort of title 
to the promiſes made to mankind in the Goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt: For be has. been pleaſed to make it 
the ordinary means of admitting perſons into His 
Church; and therefore without it no one can be 
ſaid to be in covenant with God, or to haye any 
aſſurance of being ſaved. Except a man be born of 
Water and of the Spirit, (ſays our bleſſed Saviour) 
he cannot enter into the kinodom of God and, He 
that believeth, and is Baptized, ſpall be ſaved. For 
this reaſon ye were baptized, when as yet ye were 
Infants ; and, from'the*beginning, it has been a 
cuſtom in the Church to do the fame: for out fore- 
fathers thought very juſtly, that it could never be 
too early to enter into covenant with God. And 
provided any ſecurity could be given, that Cbil- 
dren, when grown up, ſhould be taiight what had 
been done for them, and inſtructed how 0 per- 
form the Engagements, which were entered into in 
their names, it ſeems to them moſt ex pedient to 


admit ſuch to Baptiſm, although the Children 


were not then 855 of fulfilling , the terms of 
it. I his gayeoccation for the requiring of Sureties, 
or what we call Gedfathers and Godmothers, in In- 
fant Baptiſm ; perſons who have been baptized 
themſelves, and are of good and pious converſa- 
tion in the Church. T heſe undertake to teach 
the Children they have anſwered for at the time 
of baptiſm (as ſoon as they are able to learn) 
what a ſolemn vow, promiſe, and profeſſion they have 
* by them their Sureties. They are to inſtruct 
| them 
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them in the natute of baptiſm, and the obligations 
they are under thereby; t exhort them tocbear fre- 
quently the word of Gad; to ſee that they are taught 
to read and underſtand the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, 
and the Ten Commandments, in their. «wn Mother 
Tongue; and, finally, they are to tate care, that 
they be virtuouſiy brought up to lead a Godly and a 
Chriſtian Life. | 
Tusk imftrutions,/ I truſt, Ie have received 
from your own Godfathers and Godmothers ; or 
at leaſt from your Parents, whoſe duty it is. alſo 
to give you religious inſtruction, Permit me to 
join with them in this good work; as, by God's 
appointment, I alſo have a ſhare with them in the 
care of your Souls. Simen, (faith our bleſſed ga- 
viour) love thou me more than tbeſe? Ht faith unto 
Him, Yea, Lord; thou knowe/t that ' I he Thee. 
He then ſaith unto him, Feed my Lambs. The 
teachingof Youththe Groundsof Chriſtianity,and 
inſtilling into them the principles of it in their 
tender years, is, it ſeems, a neceſſary conſequence 
of. the love of Chriſt, and the principal duty of 
the Miniſters of the Church. And. beſides the 
Benefit, which ye your/elves may rective- from me 
in this labour of love, it may not he unprofitable 
to thoſe of riper years; who, when they ſee the 
inſtructions here given to gen, may be led to re- 
flect upon hen ſe ves, and may from hence take 
occaſion of ordering their lives more ſuitably; to 


their Chriſtian Calling, -:* 111 Bob 
FiRST then let me, in a few words, acquaint 
EE with the nature and advantages of that moſt 
oly Religion into which, ye are, baptized. It as 
a Religion built upon the ſureſt foundation, no leſs 
than the hopes and expeCctations/of;, good men in 
all ages; the teſtimony of Prophectes;' even from 
the beginning of the world; and the actual Reve- 
A 4 lation 
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lation which God was pleaſed to make of Him- 
ſelf to mankind, by ſending His bleſſed Son to 
dwell amongſt them : who in their fleſh, and 
with their infirmities, but without fin, did, for 
ſome ſpace of time, wholly employ Himſelf in 
teaching them the way to everlaſting Life, con- 
frming the truth of what He ſaid by many Mira- 
cles, which no one could have wrought except he 
had been ſent from God. This holy Perſon, call- 
ed in Scripture the Word of God; who, in the be- 
ginning, was with God, and was God; by whom 
the world is ſaid to have been made, and all things 
therein; and who was of ſuch high dignity that 
He thought it no robbery to be equal with God : this 
holy Perfon, I fay, did conſtantly and openly teach 
all men wherever he came, that there would be 
moſt certainly a future ſtate of Rewards and 
Puniſhments: to which all men, in all parts of 
the earth from the beginning of the world to the 
end of it, ſhall be called by a general Relſurrec- 
tion of their Bodies from the dead, and ſhall 
ſtand at the ſeat of his Judgment, to receive their 
fentence from Him, according to what they have 
done in their lives, whether it be good or evil. Far- 
ther; he taught them, that there was no way of 
being reconciled to God, but through Him: that 
God's anger againſt them for the tranſgeſſion of 
their firſt Parents, and their own actual fins, can 
only be pacified by a ſtedfaſt belief in Him and 
his doctrines, and by a ſincere and willing obedi- 
ence to his commands: that although Repen- 
tance makes no amends for faults that are paſt, 
and therefore is of no value in the ſight of God; 
yet, if real, and not too long delayed, it will be 
accepted through faith in Him, and through the 
merits of His fufferings and death : that hereby 
all fins will be forgiven to men; be they ever fo 
great, 
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great, or ever ſo often repeated: that whatſoever 
they ſhall aſk of God, faithfully, in His name, 
and ſhall be convenient for them, ſhall be grant- 
ed: that, as he was himſelf a ſacrifice and atone- 
ment for the fins of men, ſo He would conti- 
nue, to the end of the world, a Mediator for them. 
with 'God, always ſoliciting their pardon : and 
that, during his abſence from them, and whilſt 
He was employed in this good and charitable of- 
fice, He would cauſe the holy Spirit of God to re- 
ſide amongſt them; aſſiſting and comforting them 
under all the trials and temptations of this mortal 
ſtate, and preparing them for. an eternal ſtate of 
happineſs and glory. | 
Tx1s is the ſum and ſubſtance of the Chriſtian 
Profeſſion. And, bleſſed be God's holy name, 
who has given You an opportunity of taking it 
upon you. Make it your conſtant prayer to God, 
that He would be pleaſed to endow You with that 
wiſdom which is from above ; that he would en- 
lighten your minds with the knowledge of your. 
duty, and give you grace to practiſe it; that ſo ye 
may lead your lives anſwerably to this profeſſion, 

Ka finally obtain the promiſe of everlaſting life. 
Bur to be more particular: if ye would learn 
farther, what are the benefits ye reap from being 
Chriflians ; ye will find them briefly, yet fully, 
ſummed up in the Catechiſm of our Church. 
which, ye were once taught to repeat, and do now 
(I hope) defire to underſtand. It is there faid, 
that by Baptiſm ye are made Members of Chriſt, 
Children of God, and Inberitors of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Theſe are privileges ſo great and glori- 
ous that human nature might well be thought in- 
capable of them. But ſo far has it pleaſed Al- 
mighty God to be mindful of Man, and fo much 
has his love abounded towards us in Chriſt Je- 
A 5 ſus, 
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ſus, that ye are moſt certain of all theſe advanta- 
ges, if ye behave in all things as becometh Chrif- 
ans. & wh 3 u 
In the firſt place, ye are members o Chri/t; 
united, not to His natural body, (for that were a 
thing impoſſible) but to His ſpiritual body, which 
is the Church; that 8 of faithful Men, 
in which the pure Word of God is preached, and 
the Sacraments are duly adminiſtered, according 
to Chriſt's ordinance, This Society of Men our 
bleſſed Saviour ispleaſed'to call His Boah, of which 
He himſelf is the Head. The Church (ſays St. 
Paul) is the body of Chriſt, and Chrifl is the head 
of the body, the Church. And as the members of 
the natural body, being united to the head, do 


receive life, and ſenſe,” and motion from thence; 


ſo Chriſtians, 'as members of the Church, being 
united to Chriſt, receive ſpiritual life and motion 
from Him. By him all the body by joints and bunds, 
having nouriſhment miniſtered, and knit together, in- 
creaſeth with” the increaſe of Gd. Again; as the 
body (that is the natural body) 7s one, and hath 
many members, and all the members of that one body, 
being many, are yet but on? body; ſo alſo is Chraft 
(that is, the Church of Chriſt :) /or by one Spirit 
we are all Baptixed into one body. And as we have 
many members in one body, and all the members have 
not the ſame office ; ſo we, being many, are one bydy 
in Chriſt. Therefore ye are the body of Cbriſt, and 
members in particular. Now, dy being members 
of Chriſt ye are affufed that ye are continually 
under the more eſpecial care and direction of 
God's Holy Spirit: that, as the head contrives 
and orders every thing for the ſupport and welfare 
of the members of your own bodies; ſo does 
Chriſt, your head, always watch over and pre- 
ſerve You. Nay, ye are now become particular 

. objects 


* = j Z 
F 6 l _ 
us „ 
94 
a , 


- 


7 '», &. OG, (n UW, 1nv-.0 Tt, = Þ 


* ln. Bil 


* 
objects of his tenderneſs and pity; ſor, as in your 
own bodies, when any one of the members is hurt 
the head ſuffers with it; ſo is Chriſt, your head, 
concerned in all your afflictions, and will either 
deliver you out of them, or ſupport you under 
them, and in the end turn them to your advan- 
tage. Now, if this is the caſe of thoſe who are 
ſo happy as to be members of Chriſt, conſider the 


deplorable ſtate of ſuch perſons as remain exeluded 


from the Chriſtian Church, notwithſtanding the 
frequent opportunities they have had of entering 
into it. As they have not yet put on'Chrijt, 'm 
certain it is that they are ſtill dead in their treſa 
paſſes and fins.” And, although they ſhould” per- 
form good works, yet not being firſt: reconciled: 
to God through Jeſus Chriſt, their goodneſs is 
nothing worth. Conſider likewiſe theftill more 
deplorable ſtate of thoſe perſons, who having en- 
tered into-covenant with God by Baptiſm, do af- 
terwards divide themſelves from the Church of 
Chriſt, and cut themfelves off from that body of 
which they were members. Such are they (if any 
ſuch there be) who have entirely renounced their 
Chriſtianity: ſuch are they alſo, who have wholly 
abandoned and given up themſelves to a wieked 
courſe of life. - ol OO, 
IN the firſt. ages of the Chriſtian Church, it 
was uſual to cut off ſuch members from the body 
of Chriſt by excommunication; that is, they were 
turned out of the Church for a time, and not ſuf- 
fered to communicate with other Chriſtians, until 
they had repented of their faults. This power 
was given to his Church by Chriſt Himfelf, when 
he tells His Apoſtles, that Fhatſcever they bounton' 
earth ſhould be bound in heaven; and, whatſerver- 


they looſed on earth ſhould be looſed in heaven. The 


Church at preſent, is cautious and tender in the 
| A 6 uſe 
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uſe of this authority; more ſo perhaps than is 
conſiſtent with its own peace, or the good of ſouls. 


But wicked and profligate men, although they are 


ſuffered to continue in the Church, are by no 
means members of Chriſt's body ; no more than 
a dry withered branch is a part of the vine, be- 
cauſe it is not cut off from the vine; or a dead 
mortified limb is a part of the body, becauſe it is 
not ſeparated from the body. As they are grown 
uſeleſs, being paſt Feeling, they are an encum- 
brance to the body, and may probably do great 
hurt-to.it ; but they cannot themſelves receive any 
benefit from it ; for they are not vitally united to 
Chriſt, who is the head of it, and therefore they 
do not partake” of the influences of His grace, 
neither are they quickened by his Holy Spirit. 
Finally; conſider that as ye are now become mem- 
bers of Chriſt's body, the Church, by Baptiſn ; 

e ought not only to reverence Chriſt, who is your 
head, but alſo to love one another, The members 
of your own bodies teach you this uſeful leſſon; 
for they never abuſe, nor injure one another: on 
the contrary, if any one of the members is hurt, 
all the reſt immediately join in comforting and 
cheriſhing it. And fo it ſhould be amongſt Chriſ- 
titans, or the members of Chriſt's body: accord- 
ing to the Apoſtle, Al the members ſhould have the 


fame care, one for another; and, whether one mem 


ber ſuffer, all the members ſuffer with it; or one 
member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it. 
For think with yourſelves, how unnatural it wouid 
be for a man to hurt himſelf; how ſtrange, if the 
hand ſhould ftrike the foot, or the foot ſhould 
trample upon the hand. But ſo it is with Chriſ- 
tians, when they envy or quarrel with one ano- 
ther: if one member is hurt, the whole body is 
wounded, and the head is grieved ; that is, the 
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Church of Chriſt is diſgraced, and Chriſt, who 


now then ſo cloſe an union amongſt you, that, 
out of very ſe!f-intere/?, ye ought to do good one to 
another; for if ye are not at peace one with ano- 
ther, ye are divided againſt yourſelves. It may be 
ſaid very properly of you in your preſent ſituation, 
that the merciful man doeth good to his own ſoul, 
but he that is cruel troubleth his own fleſh. For he 
amongſt you, who aſſiſts another, is ſo nearly re- 
lated to him, that he may be ſaid to be a bengfactlor 
to himſelf; and he that injures another may, upon 
the ſame account, be ſaid to be hit own enemy. 
But to proceed : Secondly, Ye are not only: 
members of Chriſt, but ye are hkewiſe the Children 
of God, another privilege which ye receive by 
aptiſm. Now here ye muſt conſider, what it is 
to be a Child of Gad. As God created all man- 
kind, they all may be ſaid, in ſome ſenſe, to be 


is the head of it is provoked aal There is 


the children of God; but Je are the children of 


God in a higher ſenſe, as He has adepted you, 
and choſen you out of the reſt of the world, ta- 
king you into His more particular favour. Thoſe. 
who were never baptized, although they have had 
conſtant opportunities of being ſo, are children of 
God's wrath, obſtinate and diſobedient, conti- 
nuing ſtill in fin, and under the curſe : but ye 
have recovered the, favour of God, through the 
merits of Jeſus Chriſt, being obedient to His will. 
And although, by nature, ye were ſtrangers and 
enemies to God; yet now by Baptiſm ye are 
taken into the family of God, and are entitled 
(by His good pleaſure) to all His mercies and 
bleſſings, Ye are all the children of God, ſays the 


Apoſtle, by faith in Chriſi Jeſus; for as many of 


you. as have been baptized into Chrift have put on 


Chrift : and if ye be Ghriff's, then are ye Abra 


ham's 
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hams ſeed, and heirs, according to the promiſe. And 
again; As many (ſays he) as are led by the Spirit of 
God are the ſons of God. For ye have not received 
the ſpirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have re- 
ceived the ſpirit of adoption, whereby we try, Abba, 
Father. The Spirit itſelf beareth- witneſs with. our 
irit that we are the children of God; and, if 
children, then heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs 
with Chri/t; if fo be that we ſuffer with Him, ti at 


- we may be alſo glorified together. Hence our bleſſed 


Saviour is ſaid to give power to as many as received 
Him to become the Sons of Ged. And he is not 
aſbamed (according to the Apoſtle to the Hebrews) 
to call them brethren ; as we find he does, in many 
parts of the holy Scriptures. This it is to be the 
chiluren of God; and thus well are ye aſſured that 
all of dy are ſuch. Conſider then the honour to 
which ye ate advanced; ye have the ſame Father 
with Chriſt himſelf, who is God bleſſed for ever. 
Ve are not only members of Chriſt's body there- 
fore, but in ſome reſpect equal to Chriſt himſelf. 
Behold, what manner ef love the Father hath beſtow- 
ed upon us, that we ſhould be called the ons of God ! 
Hereby ye are aſſured, that God will bear with 
the untowardneſs of your nature, will pity your 
infirmities and ' favourably hear your requeſts ; ' 
that He will ſupply your wants, reward your well- 
doings, and pently correct your miſcarriages 
which are all acts of fatherly affection. Your 
fathers: here on earth bear a love and affection for 
you, beyond what ye yourſelves ever felt or can 
conceive; judge then, what bowels of compaſ- 
ſion, what pity and tenderneſs your heavenly Fa- 
ther has for you, whoſe creatures ye are; who is 
all goodneſs, as He has all power and is as will- 
ing to bleſs you, as He is capable of ſo doing. 
Conſider al ſo the duty that lies upon you by being 
* made 
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made the children of God. At the ſame time 
that ye obey your earthly parents; remember that 
ye have 4 Father al in Heaven; Make it your 
chief buſineſs to pleaſe Him; for He is your beſt 
friend. Do not oblige, or excuſe yourſelves to, 
your parents here by any thing whien ye know 
will be offenſive to your Heavenly Father: neither 
make mention of the name of God lightly, and in 
your ordinary diſoourſe; for His name is holy, 
and muſt not come into your mouths upon any 
but ſolemn occaſions; when we beg of Him te re- 
teve your wants, or return Him thanks for his 
bleſſings, or are fayirig ſomething which tends to 
the advancement of his honour and glory. Do 
nothing, in ſhort, which is ſinful; for thereby 

ye not only offend the Majeſty of Almighty God, 

but abufe the Goodneſs of a moſt loving and ten- 
der Father. Again; confider the bad ſtate of 
thoſe who are not of God's Family. Do · not de- 
ſpiſe or infult them, who, by being not baptized, 

are not reſtored to God's favour ; but look upon 
them as unhappy children, who are forfaken and 
turned out of doors (as it were) by your heavenly 

Father, becauſe of their diſobedience. Endeavour 
to reconcile them to God, if poſſibly you can, by 
exhorting them frequently and earneſtly to faith 

and repentance. Bring them home from that 
ſtrange country, where they are now wandering, 

naked, and almoſt ſtarved, ferding upon hits with 


bin; and endeavour to lay them in the boſom 


of your Father, always open to receive them, that 
they may live in the kingdom of the Goſpel and 
be fed with the bread of life. Have compaſſion for 
all men; and let it be your prayer to your heavenly 
Father, that, in his good time, He would bring 
th? whole world into his Family, the Church; that, 
- 5 410 | .. aul nn N with 
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with one mouth, as dutiful Children, we may all 
glorify Him here, and be glorified by Him, as his 
bleſſed Children, hereafter. + | 
AND this leads me, Thirdly to confider an- 
other benefit ye have received by being baptized ; 
namely, That thereby ye are made Iuheritors of 
the Kingdom of Heaven. F children, ſays the 
Apoſtle, then heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs 
with Cbhriſti. This inheritance, it ſeems, is the 
neceſſary conſequence of your being children of 
God. It will be well worth your while, therefore, to 
know what this inheritance is ; what that king- 
dom of Heaven is of which ye are made heirs by 
Baptiſm. Now St. Paul tells you, That ye are 
juſtified by God's grace, that thereby ye may be made 
heirs, according to the hope of eternal life. And St. 
Peter ſays, that by the reſurrection of Feſus Chri/t 
om the dead, we are begotten to an inheritance 1n- 
corruptible, and undefiled, and that  fadeth not 
away, referved in heaven for us. The Apoſtle to 
the Hebrews likewiſe tells you, that Chriſt is heir 
of all things: and, in another place, that we are 
Joint heirs with Chriſt. Whence it may be con- 
cluded, that ye have a title to the joys and glories 
of heaven; for which the word of. God Himſelf. 
is your ſecurity, and his holy Spirit your aſſiſtance 
in obtaining them. What the joys of heaven are, 
of which ye are heirs, is beyond the capacity of 
the mind of man to conceive, and therefore can- 
not be deſcribed. It is ſufficient for you to know 
what the Goſpel hath revealed, that in heaven 
there will be no more ſorrow, nor temptation, nor 


Fear, nor death: that on the contrary . ye will be 


perpetually entertained with the wonders of God's 
glory, and delighted with the contemplations of 
His goodneſs : that your minds will be filled with 
holy joy; and that you will be thoroughly _ 
e 


* 


. 


fied with your happy ſtate; and ſo continue for 
ever. This is the Inheritance of a Chriſtian. 
But, as ye ever hope to ſucceed to it, prepare 
yourſelves for it; remembering that without holi- 
neſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord. Let the joy which 
is ſet before you penn you to preſs forward ; 
and make it your utmoſt care, that ye do not Joſe 
that noble prize, which is propoſed to you as the 
reward of your labours. As your treaſure is in 
heaven, ſo let your hearts be there alſo. Be not 
over ſolicitous concerning the things of this world, 
Be not afraid of its troubles, nor fond of it's va- 
nities. Do not greedily ſeek after, or contend 


about honour, wealth, or any of thoſe triftes, 


which the children of this world are ſo fond of. 
For yet a little while, and all theſe things ſhall 
be removed out of your ſight. This world, with 
all the pomp and ſplendor of it, ſhall vaniſh away; 
and a new ſcene of affairs ſhall be opened, wor- 
thy your utmoſt attention. In the progreſs of 
your lives, ye will meet perhaps with many 
Chriſtians, who ſeem to have forgot that they are 
heirs of the kingdom of heaven : all their thoughts 
ſeem to be employed in making proviſion for this 


life; as though that were accounted loſt time, 


which is ſpent in ſecuring or advancing their in- 
tereſt in the life to come. And, though theſe 
men are, by ſome called wiſe and prudent ; be 
aſſured of this, That there can be no greater in- 
ſtance of human folly : for they die in the midſt 
of theſe their worldly cares; are ſnatched from 
their eſtates here, and are in danger of loſing the 
inheritance, which was deſigned for them here- 
after. Let it be Your chief bufineſs to ſecure 


your beſt, and deareſt intereſt, Seek fu the king- 


dim of God, and his righteonnef : for, it matters 
but little what your circumſtances are in this life, 


if 
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if ſo be that ye take good heed, not to be diſin- 
herited in the life to come. For the things which 
are ſeen are temporal ; but the things which are not 
ſeen are eternal. 

H1iTHERTOo I have ſet before you the great pri- 
vileges and advantages of the Chriſtian profeſſion ; 
into which ye are baptized ; and have taken oc- 
caſion to add a word of advice at the concluſion 
of every particular. And, although the hopes of 
a Chri/tian are ſo valuable, that, one would think, 
he ſhould want nothing elſe to prompt and oblige 
him to a ſteady performance of his duty; yet I 
muſt put you in mind, that it is not only your in- 
tereft to live in obedience to the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
but ye are bound by a ſolemn declaration and vow, 
made at the time of your receiving, Baptiſm, that 

- will ſo do. Ye did then promiſe, by your 
Godfather, and Godmothers, that ye. would re- 
naumce the Devil and all his works, the pumps and 
vanities of this wicked world, and all the ſinful luſts 
of the fleſh : that ye would believe all the articlas of 
the Chriſlian faith : and that ye-would keep: God's 
holy will and commandments, and walk in the ſame, 
all the days of your life. This is called the bapti/- 
mal vow ; which, being made for You, and in your 
names, it lies upon Yeu to perform, as it is in- 
deed your concern, and in your power alone to 
do it. | 
Now, in the firſt place, ye have promiſed to 
renounce the Devil and ali his works. And very ht- 
ting it is, that every Chriſtian ſhould, make this 
declaration at his Baptim. For St. John ſays, 
For this purpoſe was God manifeſted, that he might 
defiroy the works of the Devil: that is, the king- 
dom of Chri/t was ſet up in oppoſition to the king- 
dom of that evi Spirit; and therefore it is neceſ- 
ſary. that Chri/tians, or the ſubjects of Chriſt's 

| kingdom, 
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kingdom, ſhould enter into an engagement to be 
faithful to Him; and to bid defiance to the Devil, 
and all the ſtratagems he makes uſe of to ſeduce 
men from their obedience to God. By liſting 
yourſelves under the banner of Chriſt,” and pro- 
miſing to renounce the Devil and all his Works, 
ye have given aſſurance to the Church, that ye 
will in nowiſe countenance and fypport the grow- 
ing power of fin; that ye will, on the contrary, 
by your own examples, and by every other metho 
of which ye are capable, endeavour to ſubdue it, 
and hinder it from prevailing in the world. Ve 
have declared, that ye will always oppoſe it, in 
every ſhape, and under every denomination, ſo 
far as is befitting your reſpective ſtations; and 
that ye will maintain an utter abhorrente of every 
thing which ye know to be diſpleaſing to God. 
THA ye may faithfully diſcharge this promiſe 
ſuffer me to give you a few plain directions. Let 
it remain deeply imprinted in your minds, as an 
infallible truth, that of all vit which happen to 
mank ind Sin 15 the greate/!. Poverty, Sickneſs, 
and Death are called evils, becaufe they are grie- 
vous to be born, and therefore we have a natural 
abhorrende of them; but they are really nor ſuch, 
being oftentimes attended with good and happy 
conſequences. But Sin ws! with it regret of 
mind, which makes us uneaty here ; and draws 
after it the deſtruction of our Souls, which will 
make us for ever miferable hereafter. Sin there- 
fore is truly an, evil; and the only one ye can 
reafonably ſtanC'in dread of. If Ve can preferve 
yourſelves from it, or at leaft, ſincerely endea- 
vour to do it, ye have nothing to apprehend 
from the difpletfare of God, or the wicked de- 
ſigns of Men, or the malice and ſubtilty of the 
Devil. But remember, that, as gteat an W 
cit: bn 
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Sin is, and as fatal as it may be to your ſouls, 
yet, in your very nature, ye are moſt dong in- 
clined to it, eſpecially ſome kinds of it, which, 
with your utmoſt conſtancy and reſolution, ye 
will find it a difficult matter to reſiſt. Never truſt 
therefore to your own ſtrength, but pray to God 
daily, That, with the power of His grace, He 
would be pleaſed to affift your endeavours, and 
give ſucceſs to the means which ye make uſe of, 
r the preſervation of your innocence. More 
particularly, make it your humble requeſt to Al- 
might God, That he would protect you from 
falling into thoſe ſins, which are properly /ins of 
the Devil; as he ſeems more eſpecially concerned 
in tempting men to them, from whence therefore 
he takes his name. Such are hing, flandering, 
pride, and revenge ; fins, in which the founda- 
tion of the Devil's kingdom was laid, and to 

which the increaſe of it in the world is chiefl 
owing. . Theſe fins, by this part of your baptiſ- 
mal yow, ye are chiefly engaged to guard againſt ; 
and be aſſured, that, although the pewer of your 
ghoſtly enemy is very great, God will enable you 
to reſiſt it, if ye earneſtly beg his help and pro- 
tection. F ye draw. nigh unto God, he will draw 
mgh unto you; and, when ye perceive yourſelves 
inwardly ſtrengthened by God's Holy Spirit, be 
ſure to obey the motions and directions of it: fo 
will He continue in you, and dwell with you, 
and effectually deliver you from falling by temp- 

tation, 5 
. SECONDLY, By your baptiſmal vow, ye have 
engaged to renounce the pomps and vanities of this 
wicked world, The world is called wicked, al- 
though made by the power of God, and governed 
by his providence; becauſe, through the luſts and 
paſhons of men, it adminiſters to you many oc- 
| caſions 
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caſions of falling into fin. Hence it is that the 
Apoſtle declares, That Chrift gave himſelf for our 
fins, that he might deliver us from this preſent evil 
world, And our Blefled Saviour, for the ſame 
reaſon, bids us not to love the world, neither the 
things that are in the world; for, if any man love the 
«world, ſays he, the love of the Father is not in him. 
The Vanities of the world are all thoſe things, 
which, in the eyes of ſinful men, ſeem deſirable; 
although there is no real goodneſs in them, nor 
any true ſatisfaction ariſing from them. Such 
more particularly are Riches, and Honour; which 
every good Chriſtian ſhould ſo far renounce, as 
not to be too deſirous of the one, or too ambitious 
of the other. By the pomps of the world, it is 
probable, that the expenſive fews, and barbarous 
and obſcene ſorts,” made uſe of by the Heathens 
in honour of their falſe Gods, were principally 
meant; and accordingly, in the early times of 
Chriſtianity, it was unlawful for a Chriſtian to 
be preſent at ſuch entertainments. But the words 
likewiſe denote all that exceſs of every kind, 
which men in high ſtation more particularly are 
betrayed into by their pride. Magnificence and 
grandeur, if truly ſuch, are not unbecoming; 
and are perhaps neceſſary to ſome ſtations of life. 
But extravagance and luxury are follies of perni- 
cious conſequence; tending to draw off the 
thoughts of men from religious duties, and to 
alienate their minds from God. Theſe vanities 
therefore ye have renounced in Baptiſm, as de- 
ſtructive of Chriſtianity. Ye have vowed, That 
ye will' riot exceed the bounds: of moderation, or 
the rules of /obriety, in the enjoyment of the things 
of this life; that ye will not ſet your hearts 

them, nor be greedily deſirous of them; that ye 
will rather learn to deſpiſe them, eſpecially m_— 
SWI: they 
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they comeintocompetition with your future hopes 
and, that ye will ſteadily purſue your only true 
intereſt, that of the Salvation of your Souls; not- 
withſtanding the temptations, which may be laid 
in your way, to. ſeduce. and divert you from it. 
Even the innocent pleaſures of life-ye are ſo far 
reſolved againſt, that they ſhall: not employ.:too 
much of your time; leſt they ſhould take poſſeſſion 
of your minds, and cauſe you to contract ſuch a 
fondneſs for the world, that ye cannot part with 
it, without great reluctance. Le have vowed, 
im; ſhort, to ſet | your affections on things above ; 
although ye do take a reaſonable ſatisfaction, as 

e ought, in the conveniences and bleſſings of 
life; and that ye are ready to reſign theſe maſt 
willingly, whenſoever it ſhall pleaſe God to take 
them from you or y from them; being prepared, 
and glad to exchange them for that, everlaſting 
happineſs. which is the prize of your. high calling in 
Chrift Feſus. 1 oh. 111180 


| | 15; ' If JU 
THIRDLY; In Baptiſm ye have renounced all 


the: fonful luſts of the fleſh. By which part of 
your vow ye have engaged yourſelves to regulate, | 


and govern, all theſe appetites and | inclinations, 
which belong to you as men, and are implanted 
in your nature for very good and wiſe purpoſes, 
The luſt, or deſires of the fleſh, were not given 
to men for no other purpoſe than that they might 
be ſo many ſnares, and temptations to them. Far 
be it from us to think ſo unworthily of the gogd- 
neſs of God. No: it is neceſſary to the preſent 
Kate of things, that ye ſhould. be ſo framed ; and 
theſe diſpoſitions, under a proper reſtraint, are 
{99 doubt) of aps uſe to you in your preſent 
ſituation. The affairs of the world could not be 
carried on without them; and the counſels of 
Providence, in creating it, would be fruſtrated 

otherwiſe, 


rr 
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otherwiſe, and made of none effect. But hen 
theſe appetites and deſires are ſuffered to exceed 
their proper bounds ; when they govern, inſtead 
of being in ſubjection; then 1 become /in- 
ful lufts' of the fig, and ſuch: as ye have declared 
yourſelves to be at enmity with. Hence proceed 
drunkenneſs, gluttony, formcation, adultery, "ſtrife, 
envyings, murthers ; and the like. Theſe, with 
many others, are called by St. Paul, the works of 
the fleſh; and all ſuch works ye have declared an 
abhorrence of. Ye have vowed, that, by the 
help of God's grace, ye will not do them your- 
ſelves; nor in anywiſe contribute to the doing of 
them, by giving encouragement or countenance 
to others. That ye may be the better able to per- 
form this promiſe,” let me adviſe you carefully to 
obſerve what ſins of this kind ye are moſtly in- 
clined to. And although, with the Apoſtle, Te 
are aſſured that in your fleſh/awelleth no good thing; 
yet ſet it be your eſpecial care to guard yourſelves 
in the weakeſt part, where ye apprehend moſt 
danger of being overcome. Avoid every oppor- 
tunity, as far as in you lies, by which ye may be 
enticed to commit any of theſe ſins. — more 
particular manner, ſhun idleneſs and ſloth; and 
betake yourſelves now, in the early time of age, 
to ſome honeſt and uſeful employment. They 
that do otherwiſe mate. prouiſian for the fleſhoto 
Fulfil the lufts thereof; that is, they give them felves 
up to mntemperance and looſe converſation, the con- 
ſtant companions of an idle life, whereby the 
luſts of the fleſh are fed and nouriſhed, and fo 

prove unruly and paſt controul. A n 
AND let this ſuffice for the firſt part of your 
baptiſmal vow, whereby ye promiſe to renounce 
the Devil, and all his works; the pomps and va- 
nities of this wicked world; and all the ſinful _ 
vi 0 
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of the fleſh. Ye have declared, in the ſecond 
place, that ye will believe all the articles of the 
Chriſtian faith. | 8 

To believe a thing is to be well perſuaded of 
the truth of it. And, although it is impoſſible 
for you to believe what ye pleaſe ; yet in pro- 
miſing to believe all the aricles of the Chriſtian faith, 
ye do not undertake an impoſſibility,” For they 


admit of no doubt, becauſe they are the ſum and 


ſubſtance of the Chriſtian faith; as it ſtands clear- 


ly and plainly deſcribed in the Holy -Scriptures. 


They are what the members of the Chriſtian 
Church therefore have generally believed, from 
the beginning of it to this day; although there 
have not been wanting ſuch as have diſputed con- 
cerning the meaning of ſome. terms, in which 
theſe articles have been expreſſed. Now, it is 
your daty thoroughly to inform yourſelves, what 
theſe” articles of the Chriſtian faith are, and in 
what ſenſe they are to be underſtood; and whether 

e yourſelves do believe them, as they o 


will endeavour to inform you; in the latter, ye 


muſt inform yourſelves, for nobody elſe is capable | 


of doing it. Whether ye do truly, and heartily, 
believe the articles of the Chriſtian faith, is a 
matter in which your own conſciences are chiefly 


concerned, But, I ny add, 'That, if ye lead 


your lives according to ſuch a belief, ye have 2 
reaſon to think that ye do not deceive yourſelves 
or others in this reſpect. For Chriſtian obedi- 
ence is the beſt ſign of Chriſtian Fazth ; and, if ye 
do behave, in every thing, according to the rules 
of the Goſpel, I ſee no reaſon to doubt of your 
belief of the Goſpel, _ | 

THest then are the articles of the Chriſtian 


faith; and this is the ſenſe, in which they are to be 


believed, 


ht to | 
believed. In the firſt of theſe particulars, I | 
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of God taok our fleſh upon Him, and became 
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believed, as appears to us from the Holy Scrip- 
tures. 

Fixsr, ye are to believe, that there is 4 God, 
and but ene God only; an eternal Being, infinite 
in Perfection, and the author and giver of every 
thing which is good, and (in any degree) perfect 
in others: that He has all power in himſelf, by 
which he at firſt created, and does now {apparty 
and govern, all things in Heaven and Earth: that 
He is therefore the God „and Father, of all Aden. 
And, ye do believe that, from all eternity, He 
was the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chris. 

In like manner, ye are to believe, that 2 
Chriſt was always, from all eternity, the Sen of 
God: that he took the name of eus Chriſi when 
made Man, as He was a Perſon conſecrated and 
anointed by God for the redemption and ſalvation 
of Mankind: and that He thereby became our 
Lord, as he hath purchaſed us with his Bh, and 
as all power and autbority is exerciſed by Him over 


his Church. | 
rd to the manner in which the Son 
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viſible to the world, that he might ſuffer for it; 
ye believe, that He was canceiued of the Hay Ghoſt, 
and born 'of the Virgin Mary; that is, by the 
power and operation of God's Holy Spirit, a Wo- 
man was made to conceiye and bring forth, with- 
out the — eans of generation, or the con- 
currence of a Map; and that from hence our 
Bleſſed, Saviour Jeſus Chriſt had both a real human 
Body, and à real human Soul, but without any, Rain, 
of {in upon either of them, becauſe of the extra- 
ordinary and holy manner in which He was pro- 


duce . 4454 
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to the world, for ſome ſpace of 'time; and aſter 
working many Miracles in comfirmation of the 
truth of what He ſaid, did ſs fer under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried, and de- 
cended into Hell; that is, at ſuch a preciſe time, 
foretoſd by the Prophets, (when the Jews were 
under the power of the Romans, and Pontius Pi- 
late, a Roman, was their Governor) our Bleſſed 
Saviour did ſuffer from the Jews many grevious 
things, ſcourgings, mockings, buffetings and the 
like ; that His Body, whilſt He was yet alive, 
was fixed to a croſs, after the manner of a cri- 
minal; that. He did really die upon the croſs ; 
that His Body, when dead, was taken down 


thence: and laid in a grave; and that His Soul 


went to the place appointed for it, during its ſtate 
of ſeparation. 
* Ye believe farther, that the ſame Jeſus Chriſt, 
who was crucified, dead, and buried, roſe again 
the third day from the dead; that is, after lying 
for that ſpace of time in the grave, His ſoul was 
reſtored to His Body, and He did leave His ſe- 
pulchre, and did appear alive to many perſons, 
for many days, with the ſame Soul'and Body 
which He had before He was put to death. And 
this, ye are to believe was done by His own di- 
vine Power, by which He was enabled to lay down 
His Life, and take it again. 1 26 1B 
YE believe alſo, that He aſcended into Heaven, 
and ſitteth on the right hand of God, the Father Al- 
mighty; that is, when He had abode ſome time 
upon earth, after His Reſurrection, and had con- 
verſed frequently with His Diſciples, and others, 
He did, in the preſence of many perſons, go up 


from them, with His human Soul and Body, be- 


=. _ } 


coming inviſibe to the world from that time, and 


F 


L 1 
being advanced to a ſeat of the greateſt honour 
and glory, in Heaven. 
AND ye do believe, that He ſhall there conti- 
nue, governing and directing his Church, and 
interceding for It with God the Father, uatil the 


end of the world, when He Hall come again to 


Judge both the Duick and the Dead; that is, all 
thoſe who ſhall be found then alive upon the 
earth, as well as thoſe who are departed out of 


this life, ſhall appear before the Judgment Seat of 


Chrifl, at this His ſecond coming; and ſhall be 
acquitted, or condemned, rewarded or puniſhed, 
according to what they have done, whether it be 
good or cuil. jp e714 

FARTHER, as ye believe in God the Father and 
God the Son, ſo do ye believe in God the Holy 
Ghzſt (or the Holy Spirit) who is the Third Per- 
ſon in the Bleſſed Trinity, and of the ſame Divine 
Nature with the Father and the Son. He is call- 
ed in Scripture the Ho Spirit, becauſeit is by His 
means ( more [eſpecially ). that all the elect, or 
choſen people of God are ſanctified, or made holy. 
As ye believe the Father to have been your Crea- 
tor, and the Son your Redeemer, ſo ye believe the 
Holy Ghoſt to be your Helper and Comforter, in all 
things wherein ye ſtand in need more particular- 
ly of the divine aſſiſtance. He enlightens your 
underftandings, diſpoſes your wills, and enables 
you to go through and perform every good and 
religious undertaking. He aſſiſts your prayers, 
ſtrengthens you againſt temptations, and enables 
you to diſcern the malicious ſubtilties of the De- 
vil, and the cheats and deluſions of the World 
and the Fleſh. He poſſeſſes you with the know- 
ledge of your true intereſt, and is ever admoniſh- 
ing and encouraging you in the purſuit of it. Fi- 
nally, by his wann power, He unites you 

2 an 


- 
- - —— — — ——— — — — = 
= o 4 


. 1 


hes. ws. 
W „** te bet. 
o 


[ 28 


and all good Chriſtians, toChriſt your Head; ſealing 


your ſouls with ſuch an inward aſſurance of God's 
favour, that ye do firmly hope, and are perſuaded | 


in yourſelves,” that through the mercies of God, 
ye ſhall be everlaſtingly happy in a future ſtate. 
AFTER ye have profeſſed to believe thus in each 


of the Three Perſons of the Bleſſed Trinity; ye 


declare alſo, that there is one Church of Cbriſt, 


called the holy- Catbolich, or holy and univerſal | 


Church. The Church, here meant, is the ge- 


neral aſſembly of all ſuch, as, from the firſt pub- | 
liſhing of the Goſpel to this prefent time, have 
believed in Chriſt, and who hereafter ſhall do the 


ſame, to the end of the world. Ye do profeſs | 


therefore to believe, that all holy perſons, who 


have died in the faith of Chriſt, and in the fear 


of God's: holy Name, do continue members of 


* -Chrift's*Church, although they are removed out 


of our fight'into'a-ſeparate ſtate; and that they, 


With all good and pious Chriſtians now remaining 


in the world, do make but one Church, or Society, 


as they are united under one and the ſame head, 


Jeſus Ohriſt ; that they are ſanctified by the ſame 


Bleſſed Spirit, and ſhall one day partake of the 
ſame Happineſs in the glorious kingdom of God. 
Ve do farther profeſs to believe, that That part 
of Chtiſt's Church which is here on Earth ſhall 
never entirely ceaſe ; but that there ſhall always 
be a number of faithful perſons continuing to be- 


lieve and practiſe, as they are taught in the Goſ- | 


pel of Jeſus Chriſt, to the end of the world. 


VPV x do allo believe, that, in this Church of | 
Chriſt, there is, and always will be a Communion | 


Saints: that is, that all true Chriſtians, as well 


thoſe who are departed out of this life, as thoſe | 


"who remain in it, have acceſs to God the Father, 


deing in covenant with Him, through Jeſus —_ : | 
| as | 
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that they are in communiom alſo with God the Son, 
who has purchaſed them with His Blood, and re- 
deemed them to Himſelf; and, that they have 
the Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghaſt, who dwelleth in 
them, and is their Counſellor and Guide: that 
there is alſo ſo far an zntercour/e between good and 
holy en on Earth and the Angels of God in 
Heaven, as that they have an affectionate regard 
for them, and delight in miniſtering. to them, 
whenever they are commanded ſo to do. And, 
finally, ye believe; that the Members, of, Chriſt 
have, and ought to have communion with one an- 
other, nat only in Prayer, and the miniſtry. of 
God's holy Word and Sacraments, but in /ave, 
and charity, and all goed warks, . whereby they can 
be beneficial to each other. At | 

. FARTHER, , ye. do believe, that, as members of 
the, Chriſtian Church, ye have the ineſtimable 
benefit of that moſt gracious promiſe of the For- 
giueneſi of Sins: that is, that, by the ſending of His 
Son into the world, it has pleaſed Almighty God 
to iſſue out a free pardon to all ſuctr as ſhall em- 
brace, the terms of His holy Goſpel : that, when 
all the wiſdom of Man could not contrive an ex- 
pedient whereby he might hope to be reconciled to 


2 God, and when the whole world was ſunk into de- 
ſpair, through the burden of their Sins, for which 


they could make no atonement, it pleaſed God, in 
the bowels of His mercy, to.cauſe tidings of great joy. 


to be proclaimed to the wretched Sons of Men, no 


leſs than a ſure forgiveneſs of all their Sins by 
Repentance, and Faith in Chriſt Jeſus. And, as 
there is none other Name under Heaven. given among 
Men, by which we be ſaved, but only tbat , 
the Lord Jeſus; ye believe that Forgiveneſs of Sins 
is. not to be obtained in any other. way, than that 
which the Goſpel. preſcribes; not from any au- 
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thority which men may falſely and e, 
arrogate to themſelves; not by performing ſuc 
things as the Goſpel does not require you to do; 
but by a fledfaft Faith in Cbriſ: Jeſus, and à ſin- 
cere Obedience to His Will and Commandments. 

Ye do believe alſo that there will be a Reſur- 
reftion of the Dead : that is, that the Bodies of 
all Men (although not diflolved into duſt, from 
whence they were at firſt taken, ſhall be raiſed 


from the Grave, and their Souls ſhall be again 


united to them; and that the Bodies of the 
Faithful ſhall be reſtored to them in ſuch a glori- 
fied ſtate as to be capable of enjoying Everlaſting 
Happineſs, and the Bodies of the Wicked in ſuch 
a ſtate as ſhall make them ſenſible of Everlaſting 
Miſery and Torment. 

For finally ye do believe that there will be 
a Life everlaſting: that is, that, after the Reſur- 
rection from the Dead, ye will be tranſlated into 


a ſtate where ye can never die any more, and in. 


which the Good will be happy, and the Wicked 
miſerable to all Eternity. | 
Tx1s is the belief of a Chriſtian, according to 
that Revelation which God has been pleaſed to 
make of Himſelf by His Son Chriſt Jeſus; the 
truth of which ye muſt be really and fully per- 
ſuaded of, if ye expect to receive any benefit from 
being Baptized in His Name. And, as theſe 
things are to be BELIEVED, ſo likewiſe are there 
many things to be done in order to accompliſh 
the eternal Salvation of your Souls. For, laſtly, 


ye do promiſe to keep God's holy Will and Command- 


ments, and walk in the ſame all the days of your 
lives. By this ye engage, that your outward ac- 
tions ſhall be agreeable to the inward perſuaſion 
of your minds; and, that your Faith ſhall not be 


dead and unprofitable, but lively, active and fruit- 
| ful 
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ful of good Works. The Will and Commami- 
ments of God ye have likewiſe revealed to you in 
the Goſpel. of His bleſſed Son; the Moral Law, 
given of old to the Jews, being there explained, 
improved and adapted -to the ſtate of mankind 
under the new covenant of Grace, by Jeſus Chriſt 
Himſelf. 

_ In the firſt place, ye are not only to have the 
Lord for your Ged and none other beſide Him; 
but from numerous paſſages of the New Teſta- 
ment, ye are taught and commanded to believe in 
Him, to fear Him, to love Him, with all your 
beart, with all your mind, with all your foul, and 
with all your ſtrength; to worſhip Him, to give 
Him thanks ; to put your whole truſt in Him; to call 
upon Him, to honour his holy Name and His word; 
and to ſerve Him truly all the days of your lives. 
The meaning of which, in ſhort, is, that ye are 
neither 1% fear, nor to love any thing /o much as 
Gop; becauſe, whatever * fear moſt, or love 
moſt, THAT ye make your God. 
Fx are commanded 8 the ſin of Idol atry 
that is, either the worthipping God himſelf, or 
Angels, or dead Men or Namen, under the form 
and ſhape of an Image; or faling down before any 
Image of either of theſe, or the likeneſs of any 
thing in heaven, or Earth, with intent to wor- 
ſhip it. Ye are forbid alſo, even in your inmoſt 
thoughts to put your confidence in any thing but 
the Goodneſs and Power of God, and the Merits 
of His Son Jeſus Chriſt, And this ye are forbid 
to do, upon the higheſt Penalties; not only the 
loſs of temporal bleflings, or the bringing a curſe 
ypon You and your Children, but alſo the eternal 
perdition and deſtruction of your Souls, and a per- 
petual excluſion from the kingdom and preſence 
of God hereafter. 
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VE are forbid to ſtbear /:ghtly, and raſhly, by 
God's holy Name. And ye are taught farther, that 
neither ſhould ye allow yourſelves in ſwearing by 
any thing that is ſacred and bears a relation to 
God; that ye ſhould not fwear by Jurſelves, or 
any part of yourſelves, inuſmuch as Te are the 
creatures of God, and conſecrated to His ſervice; 
nay, that ye ſhould not ſwear” at all, at any time, 
or upon any occaſion; unleſs ye are called u 
by proper Authority to do ſo, for the ending of 
Arie, or for any other important and good pur- 
poſe | a 


Vr are commanded alſo to dedicate the Sabbath 
or every ſeventh” day of the week, to a reſt fronj 
your ordinary labours ; becauſe God finiſhed" the 
Creation of the World in ſix days, ceaſed from 
work upon the ſeventh, and commanded a ſeventh 
day to be kept holy by all mankind. For we read 
in Geneſis ii. 3.) that G bleed the ſeventb day 
and ame tied it; that is, commanded i to le tept 
holy. And therefore it will always be your Duty, 
on account of the reaſonableneſs of it, and God's 
pleaſure fignified herein, to obſerve and keep holy 
one day in fevmm. - And, as your redemption was 
compleated by Jeſus Chriſt's raiſing Himſelf from 
the dead upon he fl ay of the week, it ſeemed 
good to the Holy Ghoſt; 
our Lord, under His immediate inffuenee, to 
to transfer the holineſs of the Sabbath from the /- 
ovmth to the in day of the week, and to caufe 
this alteration to be obſerved as an orHinant as 
mongſt all Chriſtians br eber. Ve ate taught 
moreover; and commanded, to dedicate this Chri- 
ſtian Sabbath, called (in the Book of Revela- 
tion is 10.) the Lord's Day, not only to a reſt of 
your” bodies from the labours of your callings, but 
of your minds from all your worldly concerns. Ve 

arc 


and to the Apoſtles of 


TJ 


are-bid-to-fperr this holy Day in the more imme 


5 diate ſervice and worſhip of God; in prayer, in 
b breaking: of bread, that is, receiving the holy Sa: 
£4 crament of the Lord's S upper (as often as ye en- 
or oy an opportunity) in meditation, in reading, in 
de hearing the word of God preached and explain- 
ed; and in works of mercy, charity, and piety. - 
©'3 Tusk are the duties ye are to diſcharge to- 
* wards Gop. With regard to your Neighbour, 
or one another, ye are called upon, in the firſt 

4 place, to pay due honour and reverence to your 


Parents; to obey all their lawful commands; to 
ſubmit to their corrections; and to comfort and 
ſuccour them in their diftreſs,, Farther; ye are 
to be dutiful to your Civil Parents, as well as your 
natural ones; that is, ye are to obey the Agi 
rates which are ſet over you, not only out of a 
dread of puniſhment, but alſo for the ſatisfaction 
of your own conſciences ; as they are the Ordi- 
nance of God, and appointed by Him to govern 
and protect you. Ve are to be obedient alſo to 
Z Maſters, Teachers, and Governors. In every 
{tation of life, in ſhort ye are to behave ſuitably 
to the ſubordination in which ye are placed; and 
to exerciſe your authority righteouſly, and in the 
Var of God, over all thoſe (if any ſuch there are) 
vo are inferior to You. * ot 
AA, ye are forbid to take away the Life of 
any man, either ſecretly ox openly, either by act- 


ye ing — or by afliſting others; Ye ſhall ds 
is 1 Murder. And not only fo, but (according to 
ww | the Goſpel- explanation of this commandment) ye 
Ran ſnall check and moderate your anger, from whence 
wr Murder generally proceeds. For, if ye let anger 
"of tranſport you ſo far as to revile others with hard 
ogy peeches, ve ſhall not be guiltleſs. Out of the Heard 


ww | are the iſſues of Life ; that is, as men Think, they 
#5 Wk generally 
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nerally Act; and, if they do not act according- 
y, they are not always reſtrained by the fear of 
God, which ought to be one of the rules of their 
whole conduct. Ve are to ſee then that your 


hearts be not evil; that no malice, envy, or revenge | 


be ſuffered to harbour there ; for he that wills or 


wiſhes the death of another is 1p God, the f 
ſearcher of hearts) accounted no 


eſs guilty than 
if, he accompliſhed it. | | 

Tu ſame, may be ſaid in the next command- 
ment. For, although ye are forbid to commit only 


the act of Adultery, yet according to our Bleſſed 


Saviour's interpretation of it, every inclination or 
diſpoſition. of the mind towards it is criminal. 
And therefore ye are hereby obliged to keep your 
minds, as well as your bodies, in temperance, ſo- 
briety and chaſtity. That is, ye are to regulate 
even your thoughts and delires, leſt they finally 
lead you into ſins of Uncleanneſs: or, if they do 
not, yet the very entertainment of them in your 
minds is offenſive to God, and will compel His 
Holy Spirit to leave you ; who (ye may ſuppoſe) 
will not dwell with ſuch company, in ſo foul and 
debauched an Habitation. Holy 2 expreſs- 
ly tells us that Marriage is honourable io all; but 
that M horemongers and Adulterers God will judge. 
Heb. xili. 4. | 


FARTHER, ye are forbid to Steal; that is, to ' 
defraud your Neighbour of his goods, in any of 


the various ways which the wickedneſs of men's 
hearts has contrived to injure one another in their 
property. On the contrary, ye are to be fair and 
upright in all your dealings; to be careful to pro- 
vide for yourſelves and your families, by your own 


De v3 E 


labour and pains ; and to be thoroughly contented | 


with that honeſt livelihood which Providence has 


_ allotted you. So far ſhould ye be from defraud- 


ing 
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ing others, that if ye are defrauded yourſelves, 
ye ſhall not be over-forward to recover your juſt, 
rights by Law. Ye ſhall be ready to forgive in- 
© juries of this kind, as well. as others; provided ye 
are at liberty ſo to do, and the conſequences of 


your forgiveneſs may not be very hurtful to. your- 


ſelves and others. 
AGAIN, ye are forbid to bear falſe witneſs a- 


gainſt your neighbour : that is, ye are ſtrictly to 


ſpeak the truth concerning him, if ye are called 
upon as witneſſes for or againſt him, in a Court 
of Juſtice, On every ſuch occaſion, forget not 
the great guilt of Perjury, and how dreadful muſt 
be the danger of calling God to be witneſs to a So- 


lemn Lie; and be ſure to remember the words of 


God himſelf, ( Zachariah viii. 16.) Let none of 


you imagine evil in your hearts againfl his neighbour 
and LOVE NO FALSE, OATH ; yr all theſe: are 
things that I hate, faith the Lord. In common 
7 converſation alſo, when there is a neceſſity of 
ſpeaking of yaur Neighbour, ye are to ſay nothing 


of him but what ye know to be the truth, with- 
out any aggravations or inſinuations which may 
hurt his good Name. But, as Chriſtians, ye are 


to be charitable in every thing ye think or ſay of 
2 others; ye are not unreaſonably. to ſuſpect any 
2 eyil; ye are to vindicate their Characters as far as 
ye are able, and to preſerve their Reputation with 

tenderneſs and care x- 88 
FINALLY, to ſecure the obſervation of all the 
foregoing Commandments which relate to your 
Neighbour, ye are forbid to entertain any unlaw- 
ful deſires, with regard to his Houſe, his Wife, 
his Servants, and his Goods ; that is, ye are not to 
covet what is another's, not / te defere it as to uſe 

any unlawful means for the attainment of it. 
. B 6 . T 1s 
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Tarts is the ſubſtance of the Aforal Law, given 
of old to the Jews; and renewed, explained and 
improved by Chriſt, for the uſe and practice of the 
Whole Chriſtian World. 10 =o 
Bur, beſides the moral Law contained in the 
Fen Commadments, ye are obliged as Chriſtians 
to obey thoſe poſitive Laws which our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour hath been pleaſed to add to them; and which 
do therefore more peculiarly belong to Your holy 
profeflion. Pheſe are the Commands by which 
He hath appointed two Sacraments to be received 
in His Church; namely Bapriſin and the! Lord's 
Supper. The former (which hath been already 
explained) is the dipping in, or ſprintling with 
Water, at the time of your entrance into Chriſt's 
Church, when ye take the Vow of Chriſtianity 
upon you. The latter is the eating” Bread and 
drinting Mine (as aſten as y# have opportunity) in 
communion with your Heilotu Members of the Church, 
to preſerve thereby a memoriul of Chriſt's Death, un- 
til Hit coming to Juugement. And theſe ye are to 
look upon not as empty ceremogies, or as mere 
emblems of ſomething elſe ſignified thereby; for 
our bleſſed Saviour has prmoiſed, that the re- 
ceiving of His Sacraments ſhall be accompanied by 
Hit eſpecial Grace, whenſdever it is done faith- 
fully and with a ſineere and penitent Heart; that, 
as your Bodies are ſprinkled and cleanſed with” 
Water, fo ſhall your Sins be wuſhted away, 
and your ſouls puriffed by Nis Hoh Spirit; and 
that, as by breaking Breatt and pouring out Mine 
ye do fitly repreſent His Boy broten and Hir Blood 
bed upon the Croſs, ſo ſhall yr thereby enſure to 
yourſelves the benefits of His Death, hie ye ſo 
thankfully commemorate; and, as your Braves 
are ſtrengthened and refreſhediby the Bread'ard 
Wine; f ſhall your S te comforted, and the 
| Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian” Graces (ye are endowed! with) be | 
ulckened and revived; As ye have been already 
Baptized into the Name of ſeſus Chriſt,” let me 
exhort you not to loſe the Benefit of one Sacra- 
ment by a neglect of the cther. For, be aſſured, 
that they are both of them egually neceſſary to your. 
Salvation; If ye do habitually abſent yourſelves 
from the Lord's Supper, it will but little avail you 
that ye have been admitted into his Church by 
Baptiſm. It will not then be uncharitable to think 
of you, that ye would have neglected Baptiſm, 
in like manner, had it been left to your own 
choice whether ye would be Baptized or not. For 
the ſame faith and the ſame repentance, and pur- 
poſes of a good life, which are required of you to 
prepare for Baptiſm, are as neceſſary for the wor- 
thy receiving of the Lord's Supper. And, if ye 
refuſe to qualify yourſelves for hi, it may well 
be ſuppoſed that neither would ye have qualified 
yourſelves for that. So) that, if no perſon had 
brought you to Baptiſm when ye were Infants, ' 
and had undertake that ye ſhould: fulfil the con- 4 
ditions of je, it is probable ye might and would J 
have died Unbaptized.” Examine yourſelves' tho- : 
toughly, and ſee” that ye are perfectly ſincere in . 
this great matter. For, if ye deceive yourſelves: | 
herein, nothing can be of more fatal conſequence 
to your Souls. Convince yourſelves and the world 
that ye heartily embrace the terms of your Bap« 
Stiſmy by fulfilling the terms in à frequent receiving 
e the Communion' of Chrift's Body and Blood. And 
Net me earneſtly adviſe you to enter upon this ne- 
ceſſury Duty not, in your yotunger years, as ſoon) | 
gas ye have informed yourſelves of what is required 
from thoſe who come to the Lord's Table; For 
t is found by experience, that they who abſent 
Themſelves from it whilſt they are young, are not 
| brought 
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brought to it without great difficulty when they 
are advanced in years. Some are diſcouraged: by 


the increaſing burthen of their Sins; and others, 


merely by the force of an evil habit, continue in; WF fat 
a neglect of this important and neceſſary duty. Sit 
But, if ye begin early to appear at the Lord's en 
Table ye will eſcape both theſe deluſions: Ye 6 
will neither be terrified by your guilt, which as. no 
yet, it is to be hoped, is not very great; neither W 

| cre 


will ye be ſeduced by any evil cuſtom, which ye 
have taken care to prevent. What is required of be 
thoſe who come to the Sacrament of the Lord's off 
Supper your Prayer Books will inſtruc you; it FF fro: 
being clearly and plainly expreſſed in the Exhor-cuſ 
tation before the Communion Office. Repent con 
« ye truly of your ſins paſt; Have a lively and Ete 
4 ftedfaſt faith in Chriſt, our Saviour; Amend Opp 
your lives; Be in perfect charity with all men; Bod 
6, nd, above all, give moſt hearty thanks to God W.j«dg 
ce the Tather, God the Son, and God the Holy [Frece 
% Gho.. for the redemption of the world by the deen 
c death and Fon af our Saviour Chriſt: ſo ſhall this 
ce ye be meet partake... © *hoſe holy myſteries.” _ Vou 
Ye may obſerve, that, in thz.. words, there is Teaſo 
nothing enjoined you but what every Chriſtian, bum 
at all times, is obliged to perform. When there- of E 
fore this is called a Preparation for the worthy re- His 
ceiving of the Lord's Supper, nothing more is e be 
meant by it than that, upon this gecaltion more ſnare 
particularly, ye ſhould examine yourſelves whether 2 et) 
ye do truly and faithfully perform what1t is always your mind 
duty to do. If ye do this, rejoice, and perſeyere. ſo ſh: 
If ye do not; repent, and reſolve (by God's andi 
grace) to reform. There is no new taſk laid up- 2½ 
on you (as ſome people are apt to imagine) in 
preparing yourſelves for the holy Sacrament of the ©. 7 
ord's Supper; only ye are obliged to enquire in- i’! 
to 


U 


to the ſtate of your ſouls, and ſee whether your 
Belief, and Practice, is ſuch as becometh Chriſti- 
ans. And can this be done too oſten? Can it be 
ſafely put off from time to time? Will not your 
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bo Sins daily encreaſe upon you : and will they not 

8 enereaſe the faſter, becauſe ye neglect the grace 
e Ged offered to you in this Sacrament? And will 

8 not this Neglect add to the number of your Sins? 

r Will they not, many of them, when thus en- 

e ereaſed, eſcape your memory; and therefore not 
Ide particularly repented of? May ye not be cut 

8 off in the midſt of them, or diſabled by Sickneſs 

it, from recollecting them? Surely, there is no ex- 

= cuſe can avail you at all, if theſe things are duly 

it KI conſidered. I charge you therefore, as ye hope for 
d Eternal Salvation, thankfully to embrace ever 


opportunity of receiving the Sacrament of Chriſt's 
Body and Blood. Judge yourſelves, that ye be not 
d Vudged of the Lord. Draw near with faith; and 
ly 2 receive theſe pledges of the Love of your Re- 
e deemer to your comfort. Offer to Almighty God 
11} this your Cacrifics of Praiſe and Thankſgiving z - 
„ Vourſelves alſo, your Souls and Bodies, to be a 
is reaſonable, holy and lively Sacrifice unto Him; 
n, humbly beſeeching Him, that, as ye are Partakers 
e- of His Holy Communion, ye may be filled with 
e- His Grace and Heavenly Benedidtion, So ſhall. 
is Wye be conducted by His Holy Spirit through the 
ſnares and temptations of this mortal ſtate with 
ſafety: ſo ſhall ye fully know, diligently bear in 
mind, and ſincerely practiſe every Chriſtian duty: 
ſo ſhall the peace of God, which paſſeth all under- 
Vanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge 
and love of God, and of His Son Jeſus Chrift ; and 
he bleſſing of God Almighty, the Father, the Sons 
and the Holy Ghoſt, be amongſt you, and remain 
ith you always, | 


Thus 
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Tuus have I ſet before you all that ye are to 
believe and di, as Chriſtians, in order to the at- 


tainment of Everlaſting Life. But, ſince the na- 
ture of man is ſuch, at preſent, that ye can do 


no good thing of yourſelyes: and that therefore 


ye have need of the Divine aſſiſtance in N 
thing which relates to your faith and practice; I 
mult farther put you in remembrance of the duty 


of conſtant Prayer, Without this, ye are aſſured 


from many pallages in Scripture, that all your en- 
deavours to be good will be accounted preſump- 
tuous, and therefore will have no effect. For 
your entire dependance is upon God; and ye 
cannot, by your own power, provide for the ne- 


ceſſities either of your Souls or Bodies, It is He 


who giveth you food and raiment, and all the ne- 
ceſſaries and conveniences of life. It is H alſo, 
who puts it into our hearts both to ti, and per- 


orm, what is acceptable and well pleaſing to 


FF mſelf. If ye can fo far prevail over the cor- 
ruption of your nature, as to think humbly of 


ourſelves, and to apply to the Throne of Grace 


for the ſupply of all your wants; ye are gone as 
far as of yourſelves ye are able to go. I hence» 
forward ye muſt uſe your utmoſt endeavours, (the 
ſincerity of your hearts will require it of you) 
but they will not be effectual without the bleſſing 
of God, which alone can give them ſucceſs. You 
ſee then the abſolute neceſſity of Prayer. In regard 
to which the Church ye more particularly belong 
to hath provided you with a-publick Form, to be 
uſed as often as ye t together for the worſhip' 
of God. It was compoſed by good and holy 


Men, as appears from that Spirit of true piety ang 
devotion which breathes throughout the whole, 


Ye will do well therefore in paying a due regard 
to it; and it will become you to loſe no oppor- 
$ | tunity 


OW 
tunity of joining in it devoutly- in the publick 
Church. The. fame Prayers may be of ſervice to 
you likewiſe in your private Devotions; there be- 
ing ſcarcely any one circumſtance of life to which 
there are not Petitions properly ſuited in the Coms 
mon Prayer Book of the Chureh. Indeed there 
is one circumſtance, which could not be provided 
for in the Publick Service, beeauſe it relates to 
your duty at home; I mean /aying Grace before 
and after Meat: that is, firſt Begging God's bleſſing 
upon your Food, and afterwards returning God thanks 
for it. And however ſtrangely this practice be 
neglected by ſome; and very careleſsly performed 
by many others; yet our own reaſon and EIT 
Scripture (with the examples of Chriſt and of &i. 
Paul, together with the examples of the antient 
Heatheny likewiſe) ſhould teach all Chriſtians to 
perform this duty with decency and devotion. As 
to Prayer upon other (general) occaſions; becauſe 
the ignorance and weakneſs of mankind is ſuch; 
that they can neither help themſelves, nor do well 
underftand' the manner in which they may addreſs 
themſelves to God for help; it has pleaſed our 
Bleſſed Saviour to inſtruct His Church to pray, as 
they ought in that ſhort and perfect form which 
is called by His Name. So that, however imper- 
fect thoſe” prayers may be which ye make yours 
ſelves, or which' good and devout Men have made 
for your uſe, yet are ye aſfured that ye are pro- 
vided with one Prayer, in which all your wants ate 
properly fummet up, and which, if tightly offer- 
ed, will not fail of meeting with acceptance.” And 
this (the Lord's Prayer) at leuſt may; and muſt be 
uſed, morning and evening, by every perſon how 
poor and ignorant ſoever. | n 

In the Lord's Prayer ye addreſs yourſelves to 
mighty God, who, through the mediation of 

b His 
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His bleſſed Son, vouchſafeth to be called Your 
Father, and the common Father of all Chriſtians, 
although ye worthily deſerve to be puniſhed for 
your — and to be utterly caſt out of His ſa- 
your. And although he is infinite and in compre- 
henſible, and the whole Univerſe is filled with 
His greatneſs, yet, becauſe his glory is manifeſt- 
ed chiefly in Heaven, and from thence is revealed 
to the children of men, ye are taught to call Him 
Your Father, which is in Heaven. © | 
- Ye pray, or ſignify, that it is, above all things, 
your ſincere and hearty defire, that as His Name 
(or His Being and Attributes) is holy, fearful, 
and glorious, ſo it may be hallowed, that is, ſanc- 
tified, reverenced and adored, by all men in every 
place, and throughout all generations for ever: 
that Yourſekves more particularly may have your 
hearts cleanſed, and filled with His ee and 
that in all your thoughts, words and actions, ye 
ma endeavour to promote His honour and Glory, 
| Fox the better accompliſhment of this your 
ſincere deſire, ye pray, that God's Kingdom may 
came; that the knowledge of His holy Name may 
be ſpread throughout the whole world; that the 
dominion of Sin and Satan may be entirely de- 
ſtroyed by the Light of Chriſt's Goſpel ; and that 
the bleſſed time may. not be delayed, when Ye, 
with all thoſe who have died in His faith and 
Tears ſhall be tranſlated into his heavenly King- 

n | 
Ve pray, that, in the mean while, God's holy 
Will may be done an earth, as it is in Heaven. That 
is, ye declare, that ye are entirely reſigned to all 
the diſpenſations of His good Providence; and 
are ready to do and ſuffer every thing which 
cometh of His divine appointment: that ye wil- 
lingly and heartily ſubmit to all the rules and me- 
thods 
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thods which He hath commanded 'you to' walk 
by. And although it may be impoſſible for you 
ever to attain to ſuch a perfection of obedience in 
this preſent life, yet it ed ſincere with 'and 
deſire, that Your ſelves and all Men, throughout 
the whole world, were enabled to perform the 
Will of God with the ſame readineſs and the 
ſame exactneſs as it is performed by the Angels in 
Heaven; that as the bleſſed Spirits, the Meſſen- 
gers of God, do ſpeedily and chearfully execute 
all His commands, fo His faithful ſervants on earth 
(as far as the infirmities of their fleſh will permit 
them) may conſtantly and gladly obey him in all 
things. 

| Aim thus profeſſing that your chief concern 
is for the advancement of God's honour and glory, 
ye proceed n your petitions, by begging of Him 
to give you this day your daily bread. Hereby ye 
humbly acknowledge, that all thingsdepend upon 
His gracious Providence, that the eyes of all crea- 
tures look up to Him, who giveth them their meat 
in due ſeaſon, and provideth them with all thin 
out of his bounteous liberality. Therefore ye 
beſeech Him to give You alſo all the neceſſaries 
and conveniences of life; which although ye are 
allowed to call them Your daily bread, are not' 
Yours of right, but come from the free bounty of 
God, and by His bleſſing upon your labours. Ye 
pray, that he would continue to bleſs your la- 
bours; that neither Ye, nor your families, may 
ever be in want of what He may judge neceſlary, 
or proper, for your ſupport. And, by thus con- 
feſſing that your whole reliance is upon His good- 
neſs and mercy, ye oblige yourſelves to return 
Him all poflible thanks and praiſe, for the mani- 
fold bleſſings ye daily receive at his hands. 


FARTHER, 
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FARTHER, ye beſeech God to forgive you your 
treſpaſſes, to blot out all your fins, and releaſe you 
from the puniſhment of them, as ye forgzve them 
that treſpaſs againſt you: that is, although men's 
forgiveneſs of each other bears no proportion to 
the forgiveneſs they ſtand in need of from God, 
yet, as it has pleaſed God to make this a neceſſaty 
condition of Jour being forgiven, ye do humbl 
hope, that if ye are in perfect charity with 
men, and do truly repent you of your fins, ye 
ſhall meet with pardon at the Throne of His 
Grace. At the ſame time, ye do hereby declare, 
that ye have no bopes of pardon, unleis ye fulfil 
this condition and do engage therefore to Ker: 
giue others their treſpaſſes, fo far as is conſiſtent 
with God's laws, and the preiervation of peace 
and order in the world. 

Bur, leſt you ſhould meet with trials in this or 
any other reſpect too ſtrong for you to encounter, 
ye beg of God not to lead you into temptatian, but 
to deliver au from evil. Le make it your humble 
requeſt, that ye may not be ſeduced from your 
obedience either by proſperity or afflictions; that, 
whatſoever ſtation of life it may pleaſe God to 
appoint you to, and in whatſoever circumſtances 
ye are placed, ye may (by the help of His Grace) 
ſteadily purſue your duty, and do nothing unbe- 
coming your Chriſtian profeſſion; that ye may 
not be permitted to yield to the deluſions of the 


fleſh, the world, or the Devil; but that ye may be 


ſtrengthened. by the Holy Spirit of God againſt 
al; cheſe your enemies, and, being protected from 
their. power, may paſs. the courſe. of your lives 
with integrity and innocence, 

FIN ALLr, ye declare, that ye are firmly per- 
ſuaded that ye ought to offer all your prayers and 
praiſes to God only; that ye do not, in any de- 

gree 
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gree, truſt in yourſelves, or in any other creature, 


for the ſucceſs of your petitions ; but that God, 
and God alone, can and will (ye humbly hope) 
relieve all your wants, both ſpiritual and tempo- 
ral; for' His 1s the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. He is the abſolute Go- 
vernor of the whole Univerſe, the Almighty Diſ- 
poſer of all events; He can do whatſoever He 
will, and nothing is brought to paſs in Heaven or 
Earth without His permiffion, 

Ye conclude all by ſaying Amen. Whereby 
expreſs your earneft defire, that God would 
pleaſed moſt graciouſly to grant whatſoever ye 
have afked ; and, at the ſame time, ye fignify 
your humble confidence in Him, that, throu 
the merits and mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, this 
Prayer of His bleſſed Son will be heard and accep- 
ted by Him. | 

Tuis then is the Prayer which our bleſſed Sa- 
viour has left for the uſe of His Church, and 
every particular Member of it. So that it is im- 
poffi ble ye ſhould err when ye addrefs' yourſelves 
to God in this form of words, or in any form a- 

ble hereto. Let it be your conſtant care ſo 

to order your thoughts and actions, that ye ma 
be always in @ capacity f uſmg it. For otherwifh 
ye will provoke God's anger againſt you by your 
raſhneſs and preſumption, and bring a c-/e'upon 
yourſelves inſtead of a being. Approach Him 
not therefore with this Prayer, unleſs ye ate fin- 
cere in your defires and endeavours, that your/ekves 
and all mankind may be obedient to His will, 
and that his name may be reverenced, and His 
glory exalted throughout the whole-earth. See 
that ye do not entertain in your minds an abſolute 
dependance upon any thing but the goodneſs of 
God for the relief of all your wants. Be ready 
to 
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to forgive injuries, and Joſe no opportunity of do- 
ing good to all Men. Truſt not to your own 
ſtrength, in the many trials and temptations in- 
cident to this your mortal ſtate : but be aſſured 
that it is God alone who can protect you from the 
ſnares of this world, and the ſubtilty and malice 
of your Ghoſtly Enemy. Finally, be perſuaded 
that all power is in God only; that no evil can 
harm you without His permiſſion, no good befal 
ou but by his grace and favour ; for He ruleth 
over all things for ever and ever, and as His au- 
thority has no bounds, ſo will His Aingdam and 
glory never have an end. 
. TxHrvs have I, briefly and plainly, ſet before 
you the whole duty of a Chriflian ; putting you in 
remembrance of what ye ought to believe and do 
in order to be ſaved. It is my hearty prayer to 
God for you, that, by His grace, He would en- 
able you to practice it in truth and ſincerity. And 
I entreat your prayers for me alſo, that I may do 
the ſame; that if it ſo pleaſeth God, we may 
mutually receive benefit from each other. Here 
ye have the ſubſtance of all that has been or will 
preached to you; and I ſend it to you ſummed 
up in this little Book, that ye may have it always 
before your eyes, and, by often reading it, may 
imprint it deeply in your memories. I addreſs it 
chiefly to You who are of the younger. ſort ; be- 
cauſe, at your hrit ſetting out in the world, ye 
have need of a Guide to direct you in the right 
way; becauſe Ye are not entered, or at leaſt not 
far gone (I hope) in the path that leadeth to deſtruc- 
tion ; and more particularly, becauſe ye live in 
dangerous times, when ye have few good ex- 
amples, but many, very many bad ones before 
u; and therefore are more likely to be ſeduced, 


am ſorry I have occaſion to obſerve any thing 
which 


- 
- 
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which is to the diſcredit of the preſent Age, but 
moſt certain it is, that, in every ſtation of life; 
the manners of Men are greatly corrupted. And 
not only ſo, but many ſeem to grow ſlack in the 
faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and ſome to have 
totally forfaken it. Who knows but God may 
put it into your hearts ſeriouſly to conſider the 
preſent unhappy ſtate of Chriſt's Church, and in- 
cline you to uſe your utmoſt endeavours to reform 
it? At leaſt He may enable You to order your 
own lives as ye ought; and by preſerving: You 
from infection in your younger years, it may ſo 
happen that the ſucceeding generation may be 
better than the preſent. This ſeems to be the 
only hope which is now left us; and for Your 
own ſakes, for the ſake of Mankind, for the ſake 
- to if of ' Virtue and Religion, and for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, 
en- ¶ do not diſappiont it. 10 
\nd BE ſtrong and couragious, and dare to be good 
do under all the preſent diſadvantages of - Virtue: and 
nay I Piety. Purſue no other pleaſure but that of in- 
ere ¶ nocence, which alone can give you true ſatisfac- 
vill tion and peace of mind. Remember, that none 
ned IF but incerely good Chriſtians have a right to be 
ay chearful. "Theſe are the men who are command- 
nay ed by St. Paul to rejoice in the Lord always and 
sit Windeed every Chriſtian's motto ſhould be, Serve 
be- God, and be joyful. Be therefore prudent, in re- 
ye gard to your beſt and deareſt intereſt, your true 
ght pleaſure here and hereafter, Forget not your ob- 
not ligations to Him in whom ye live, and move, and 
uc - have your being; and let your thoughts frequently 
in dwell on that /ively hope of eternal happineſs: to 
which ye are begotten through Chri/t Feſus. Think 
with yourſelves that although ye may live many 
ears, yet it is not impoſſible that ye may be cut 
off in a few days; that be your lives ne ſo 

ong, 
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long, yet are-they really ſhort, and will appear to { 
you much ſhorter as they approach to an end; 15 
that ye cannot therefore begin tos early to be good, 
neither will it be ſafe for you to loſe the preſent 7 
opportunity. Conſider how many thouſands there 25 
are, who, reflecting upon their paſt conduct, fon 
would give the whole world (if it was at their diſ- tio 
poſal) to be in your time of life. If they were 5 
ſuffered to begin their days again, how watchful jn 
would they be over themſelves! hom cautious of x46 
offending God in any one action, or thought! tur 
Every wilful Sin they have formerly committed is inr 
now as a Viper in their boſams, the ſting of which 
leaves a ſmart not to be endured. The infirmi- nen 
ties of old age are tolerable enough to them, but for 
a wounded Spirit who can bear? Vet ſuch will f 
be Pur condition, wretched, as it is, if ye are the 

uilty of the ſame folly, and tread in their ſteps. 

earn from their examples to make a good uſe 
of the preſent time; and if ye are ſenſible, (as 
ye muſt needs be) of their unhappy caſe, take 
effectual care, that one time or other, it may not 
be yours alſo. How will ye condemn yourſelves 
hereafter, if ye are fo unwiſe as to loſe the pre- 
ſent opportunity, which cannot be rettieved ? 
Ve will then reflect with ſorrow upon your evil 
courſe of life, and ſtand amazed at your on folly 
in neglecting the good advice here kindly given 
o W. 117% bor 
Ix ye continue wicked, conſider, when the time 
of your departure out of this world ſhall draw 
near, which way will ye then look for comfort, 
or what will ye do to be at peace with yourſelyes ? 
If ye turn your eyes upon your paft lues, ye will 
find nothing there but what will give you grief 
and vexation. And, if ye look farwards, baw 
terrible will be the proſpect of God's anger, whom 

| 5 ye 


7 o: S—_ = = 
_— \ "I Ll , _ ca. 
8 2 * = 2 


3 . 
ye have made it your buſineſs to offend ? For re- 
member, it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands 
4 the living God. But, on the other hand; a well- 
pent life, proceeding from early habits of virtue 
and goodneſs, will leave no room to queſtion the 


fincerity f your obedience, but will lay a founda- 


tion for a reaſonable hope, that God will be favour- 
able to you. Ye will have the pleaſure of think- 
ing that ye made it your firſt choice to do His 

ill, and were not compelled to it by your na- 
tural fears and apprehenſions: that ye kept your 
innocence, when ye were courted, bribed and 
importuned on all ſides to part with it; that ye 
never entered into the ſervice of Sin, and there- 
fore have no title to #5 wages. 

Bur, in what language can I deſeribe to you 
the joy and tranſport which attends the conclu- 
ſion of a regular and good life? When the time 
approaches that ye ſhall be called upon to give an 
account to God, how will it delight you to think 
that it has been your ſincere endeavour to obey 
His Will? What pleaſure will it be to reflect 
upon the dangers ye have eſcaped, the evil ye have 


forborn, and the good ye have done? Oh ! that 


J had led a better life! is, and ought to be the 
with of every man, good as well as bad, when 
He comes to die, But, whilſt the old Sinner re- 
proaches himſelf with the neglect of every duty, 
your conſciences will bear you witneſs, that, from 
your youth up, ye have endeavoured to fulfil the 
Commandments of God. Hence will ye be en- 
couraged to look forward alſo with an humble 
hope, that, through the merits of Chriſt Jeſus, 
ye ſhall be accepted of Him. Death it is true, 
is ſuch a change as ye cannot but be oftentimes 
thoughtful and ſolicious about: But remember, 
that the ting of Death is 8 ; and, when Death 

18 
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7s once diſarmed, the terror of it is much abated. 
Good men therefore, for the moſt part, die with 
perfect reſignation and ſatis faction of mind. Nay, 
we ſometimes meet with inſtances of ſuch as ex- 
preſs great joy in the exchange of this life for a 
better. And Je will do the ſame, if ye order your 
converſation 5 to my advice. For, what 
can effectually and really harm you fo long as ye 
are at peace with God ? Although your Souls are 
to be ſeparated from your Bodies for a time, yet 
nothing can ſeparate you from the love of God. Ye 
cannot be removed beyond the reach of his Mer- 
cy and Loving-Kindneſs : THAT will follow you 
through every ſtate, and uphold and comfort you 
in every change ye undergo, | 

Bur, after th, there will be no farther 
change ; your condition then will be fixed to all 
Eternity. Ihen Chriſt, who is your life, ſhall ap- 
pear, 7 Hall alſo appear with Him in Glory, # 
is Your Father's good ap; little Flack, to give 
You the Kingdom. For there is laid up for You a 
crown of rightezuſneſs ; which the Lord, the righte- 
ous Fudge, Hall give You in that day, and not to You. 
only, but to all them who love His appearing. And. 
Bleſſed be the God, and Father of our Lord Feſus 
Ori; who, according to His abundant Mercy, 


hath begotten us again to a lively hope, by the Re- 


ſurrection of Feſus Chriſt from the dead, to an inhe- 
rritance incorruptible, and undefiled, — that fadeth 
not away, reſerved in Heaven for us, 
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A PRAYER 7 be uſed every Morning, 
0 Ami hry God, 1 give thee moſt humble thanks, 

for that Thou haſt deen pleaſed to Preſerve me 
from the dangers of the night pa Defend. me this 


Day, I beſetch thee,and alſo my Relations and Friends, 


from all evil Accidents, and more eſpecially from all 


temptations to Sin. Let all my doings be ordered by 
Thy Governance ; and let me ever remember, that 
my moſt ſecret thoughts, and ations, are bifore Thee, 


and open to Thy fight. Grant, that I may always 


walk in Thy fear, fludying to ſerve and pleaſe 
Thee in all things; and having been protected by 
Thy goodneſs here, may be taken to Thy mercy here- 
after, through the merits, and mediation, of Feſus 


hriſt, my Redeemer. Amen. | * 
ur Father which art in Heaven, hallowed be 


thy Name; thy Kingdom come; thy Will be 
done in Earth, as it it in Heaven; give us this 
Day our daily bread ; and forgive us our Treſ- 
paſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us; 
and lead us not into Temptation; but deliver us 
from Evil ; for thine is the kingdom : and the 
Power, and the Glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


APRAYER to be uſed every Night. 


O Almighty God, I give T bee moſt humble thanks 
for Thy merciſul preſervation of me this day. 

1 beſeech Thee to pardon me in every thing wherein I 
may have offended Thee; and to give me Thy Grace, 
that I may never do the like again. I thank thee for 
all thy mercies vouchſafed unto me from the beginning 
of my Life ta this preſent tims; for my health, foad 
and 
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and raiment, and more particularly my friends and 
relations; whom 1 beſeech Thee to bleſs and reward, 
for all their kindneſs and love. I commit myſelf to 
Thy gracious protection this night; humbly begging, 


that Thy good providence may continue always to watch 


over me. And grant, I may jo order the whole courſe 
75 my life that I may ſinally inherit thine everlaſting 
ingdom, through the merits of Feſus Chriſt, my Re- 
deemer. Amen. 
Our Father, which art in Heaven, Cc. 


At coming into Church, 


O LORD, pardon my Sins, and receive my 
Prayers; and may thy Word, here delivered, make 
me wiſe unto Salvation: through Feſus Chriſt, our 
Lord. Amen. 


After divine Service. 


O LORD, pardon the imperfection both of my 
Prayers and Praiſes ; and incline me, not only to hear 


Thy Word, but to obey the ſame: through Jeſus 
Chriſt, our Lord. Amen. 


Grace before Meat. 


Bleſs, O LORD, (we beſeech Thee) this Re- 
Freſhment to our Uſe, and us to thy Service: through 
Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord. Amen. 


- 


Grace after Meat. 


For this, and all thy Mercies, O GOD, we 
bleſs and praiſe thy holy Name : through Jeſus Chriſt, 


our Lord. Amen. | 
N. 
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